ENACTED 3/24/11

Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
ORDINANCE 2011-74-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 656 (ZONING CODE), PART 12  (LANDSCAPE AND TREE PROTECTION REGULATIONS), SUBPART A (GENERAL PROVISIONS), SECTION 656.1202 (DECLARATION OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND PUBLIC POLICY) AND SUBPART C (LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS), SECTIONS 656.1209 (APPLICABILITY), 656.1211 (FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE AND IRRIGATION DESIGN STANDARDS) AND 656.1217 (LANDSCAPE AND IRRIGATION SYSTEM PLANS REQUIRED), ORDINANCE CODE TO REQUIRE FLORIDA-FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE PRACTICES AND IRRIGATION DESIGN STANDARDS FOR NEW SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW AND THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE 2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND IRRIGATION SYSTEMS DESIGNED FOR LOWEST WATER QUALITY FEASIBLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
WHEREAS, Section 166.048, F.S.,  and Section 373.228, F.S., require that ordinances or rules addressing landscaping or irrigation shall follow the standards in Landscape Irrigation and Florida- Friendly Design Standards, 2006; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville recognizes the need for the protection of water as a natural resource through the application of Florida-Friendly Landscape practices; and

WHEREAS, a Florida-Friendly Landscape promotes the conservation of water by the use of site adapted plants and efficient watering methods which generally results in a long-term reduction in irrigation, fertilizer and pesticide requirements, costs, energy and maintenance; now therefore  
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Amending Section 656.1202, Ordinance Code.  Section 656.1202 (Declaration of legislative intent and public policy) of Subpart A (General Provisions) of Part 12 (Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations) of Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 656.  ZONING CODE.

*  *  *

PART 12. LANDSCAPE AND TREE PROTECTION REGULATIONS

SUBPART A.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

*  *  *
Sec. 656.1202.
Declaration of legislative intent and public policy.
It is the intent of these regulations to promote the health, safety and welfare of the current and future residents of the City of Jacksonville by establishing minimum standards for the conservation of water, the protection of natural plant communities, the installation and continued maintenance of landscaping, and the protection of trees within the City of Jacksonville in order to: 

*  *  *
k)
Facilitate the implementation of Florida-Friendly concepts by offering flexibility and incentives in Florida-Friendly landscape design for new single-family residential developments.
*  *  *
Section 2.

Sections 656.1209 (Applicability), 656.1211 (Florida-Friendly Landscape and Irrigation Design Standards) and 656.1217 (Landscape and Irrigation system plans required) Amended.  Sections 656.1209 (Applicability), 656.1211 (Florida-Friendly Landscape and Irrigation design standards) and 656.1217 (Landscape and Irrigation system plans required) of Subpart C (Landscaping Requirements) of Part 12 (Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations) of Chapter 656 (Zoning Code), Ordinance Code, are hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 656.  ZONING CODE.

*  *  *

PART 12. LANDSCAPE AND TREE PROTECTION REGULATIONS
*  *  *
SUBPART C.  LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 656.1209.  Applicability.
This Subpart shall be applicable to all new landscapes and irrigation systems for public agency projects and private development projects, including, but not limited to, industrial, commercial, recreational, and multi-family residential, developments and single family residential developments that have not had a plat recorded and have not been accepted for maintenance by the City before _____, 2011 but excluding single family residential developments, as defined herein, or to the expansion or renovation of any existing development, including property in government use. When the total expansion or renovation of existing development is equal to 50 percent of the assessed value of the lot improvements according to the Property Appraiser or the total square footage of a structure is expanded to 50 percent or greater, as well as any cumulative expansions totaling 50 percent, then this Subpart shall be applicable to existing development and the expansion. All property used for right-of-way is specifically exempted from the provisions of this Subpart. No building permit shall be issued in violation of any of the provisions hereof. Landscape materials installed in addition to the minimum requirements of this Subpart, shall meet all criteria of this Subpart except for plant size and quantity. Property located in any single-family Residential District (RR, RLD, or single family residential portion of a PUD) and used as such or property used for agriculture or single-family residential in an Agriculture (AGR) district is excluded from the requirements of Sections 656.1214, and 656.1215 and 656.1216.  Owners of single family residences within residential subdivisions that have not had a plat recorded and have not been accepted for maintenance by the City before _____, 2011 shall are highly encouraged to follow the Best Management Practices for Florida-Friendly landscape, Efficient Irrigation and Water Wise Principles, but shall have flexibility in meeting the requirements as set forth in this Subpart.     
*  *  *
Sec. 656.1211.
Florida–Friendly Landscape and Irrigation design standards.
(a)   All landscapes shall be designed to achieve water efficiency by:

*  *  *
Existing plant communities should be preserved and native plant communities be re-established wherever possible. Landscaped areas requiring irrigation shall be designed to group trees, shrubs, ground cover and turfgrass together into water use zones. The water use zones are as follows:

High Water Use Zone - areas of the site limited to a maximum of 30 percent of the total landscaped area with plants and turf types which, within this area, are associated with moist soils and require supplemental water in addition to natural rainfall to survive. This zone includes non-drought tolerant turfgrass varieties.

Moderate Water Use Zone – areas of the site with plants, including drought tolerant turfgrass varieties, which survive on natural rainfall with supplemental water during seasonal dry periods.

Low Water Use Zone - areas of the site which shall be designed with a minimum 30 percent of the total landscape area provided with plants which survive on natural rainfall without supplemental water. Because of the tendency to maintain turfgrass with supplemental watering, turfgrass shall not be permitted in this zone. The minimum Low Water Use Zone area required for a single-family residential lot may be reduced one percent for every one percent reduction below the maximum High Water Use Zone area provided on the lot.    
*  *  *
(f)  Standards for efficient irrigation design. The irrigation system may consist of an automatic underground system, micro irrigation, quick coupling valves, or hose bibs located within 75’ of any landscaped area.  The irrigation system shall be installed according to the landscape plan approved pursuant to Section 656.1217.  The Chief may waive the any irrigation system requirement where it can be shown that this requirement is not necessary to ensure proper irrigation of the area or that other natural or manmade sources of irrigation are sufficient to provide the required irrigation system. Whenever not required, it It is strongly recommended that the design requirements of Part 12, which include the BMP, Water Wise Principles and Efficient Irrigation, be followed for single family residential. All irrigation system installations on applicable projects per Sec. 656.1209 after the effective date of this ordinance shall meet the irrigation standards as required by Florida Statutes.  These standards include, but are not limited to, the following:
*  *  *

(8)
Irrigation systems shall be designed to use the lowest quality water feasible.

*  *  *
Sec. 656.1217. Landscape and Irrigation system plans required.

(a)  Prior to the issuance of any building permit or paving permit, a landscape plan shall be filed with, reviewed by, and approved by the Chief. The landscape plan shall be prepared by either the owner, if for minor work or for a single-family residential lot, or a licensed, registered landscape architect, bearing his seal, or shall be otherwise prepared by persons authorized to prepare landscape plans or drawings pursuant to F.S. Ch. 481, Pt. II (Landscape Architecture). 
*  *  *

(d)
Prior to the issuance of any building permit or paving permit, a landscape and irrigation system plan shall be required for any residential subdivision that has not had a plat recorded and has not been accepted for maintenance by the City.  In lieu of submitting an individual landscape and irrigation system plan for each residential lot, one or more typical landscape and irrigation system plans may be submitted that govern the landscaping and irrigation systems for the residential lots within the development.  All landscaping and irrigation systems within the residential subdivision shall be developed and installed in accordance with the submitted typical landscape and irrigation system plan or plans for that residential subdivision.       
Section 3.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:
     /s/  Dylan T. Reingold_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: Dylan Reingold
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